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Introduction

LiveLink™ for Excel® allows you to take advantage of the capabilities and
structured simplicity offered by Microsoft® Excel® to extend your COMSOL
Multiphysics® modeling capacity. Parameters and variables that are defined and
modeled in COMSOL Multiphysics are instantly available in Excel and
automatically synchronized with your physics model.

Excel® files can be loaded and saved from COMSOL Desktop. This can be used
for handling parameters, variables, interpolation data etc. as well as loading and
saving Excel files from applications.

LiveLink™ for Excel® adds the capability to create a COMSOL® material library
from data stored in a worksheet and brings it into COMSOL Multiphysics
Note: Connecting Excel to a COMSOL Multiphysics Server is only supported on
Windows®. Loading and saving files is supported on all platforms and doesn’t
require Excel to be installed.



Working with COMSOL® Models in Excel®

LiveLink™ for Excel® enables direct access of model definitions such as
parameters, variables, and functions by using the tools from the COMSOL ribbon
tabs in Excel. You can also modify and update the model, recompute the solution,
and extract results to a worksheet. The step-by-step instructions below detail how
to work with a model in Excel spreadsheets, covering the stages of:

* Opening and saving COMSOL models

¢ Retrieving and updating Model Parameters

» Computing the solution and extracting results

¢ Updating existing data in a linked workbook

The example is based on a modified version of the model, Electrical Heating in a
Busbar, from the COMSOL Multiphysics application library. The model analyzes
the resistive heating of a busbar designed to conduct direct current; for details, see
the Introduction to COMSOL Multiphysics.

Note: The step-by-step instructions below are designed to be carried out in a
sequence. Skipping any of the sections might result in data not being available for
the following sections. Start with Opening a Model and work through the sections
until reaching the last section, Opening a Worksheet Linked to a Model.

Opening a Model

| Start Excel.

2 The first time you start Excel after having installed COMSOL you may be met
with a dialog asking permission to install the COMSOL Add-in. Click OK to
do so.The first result of a successful installation it that the COMSOL Ribbon
tab appears in Excel.

€2 Break Link

After this you can load a COMSOL model.

6 |



3 In the Excel File menu, select COMSOL to open the COMSOL backstage view.

Open

=

Save

Applications

COMSOL 2

Account

P=
b

Options

COMSOL

Open
Open a model file, Starts a local
COMSOL Multiphysics Server if not
already connected.
Open the model linked in the current
Workbook. Starts a local COMSOL
Multiphysics Server if not already
connected.

Save
Save the current model file,

Save the current model file using a new
name,

Applications

Run an application in COMSOL
Multiphysics.
Open COMSOL Server web interface.

COMSOL Multiphysics

Client

Open the active model with the COMSOL
Multiphysics client.

Note: In the COMSOL backstage view you can manage the COMSOL
Multiphysics model, launch COMSOL Apps, connect manually to a server and

set the preferences.

4 In the COMSOL backstage view click Open ().

5 In your COMSOL installation directory, find the folder applications/
LiveLink_for_Excel/Tutorials.

6 Select the file busbar_llexcel.mph and click the Open button.



The model file is loaded onto a COMSOL Multiphysics server, which is
automatically started. A graphics window automatically displays the first plot
group available in the model.

3 Plot 1 - a *
QAQRE |k dERDCE &
whb(1)=0.1 m extern_Vtot(5)=0.04 V Multislice: Electric potential (V) B
%107
1.46
1.44
-0.1
0.1 1.42
1.4
1.38
7 0.05 m
|
1.36
1.34
0 1.32
1.3
1.28

Note: In case no solution is computed, the graphics window shows the model
geometry instead.

In the worksheet, the model path is automatically entered in cell B2.

A B C D E F G H

1 |COMSOLI‘.|I' odel

2 |Filename: Multiphysics\applications\LiveLink_for_Excel\Tutorials\busbar_llexcel.mph

The cell Al contains a comment represented by a red A B
triangle at the top-right corner of the cell. This 1 |comsoL Model”
comment links the workbook to the model file even if | 2 [Filename: Multiphysics\
you save and reopen the workbook. How to open a

linked model is described in the last section of this tutorial, Opening a Worksheet
Linked to a Model. Do not remove this comment unless you want to break the link
between the files.

Note: A workbook can be linked to only one COMSOL model at a time.

8|



Retrieving and Updating Model Parameters

Extract selected parameters from the model that you have just opened to a
worksheet.

I Select cell A4.

2 From the COMSOL 5.4 tab, Definitions group, under Parameters P; , click
Filter §§.
This imports the model parameters to the worksheet and creates a direct link to
the Parameters node in the COMSOL model. Only the model parameters
containing the prefix extern_ are imported. It can be useful to filter parameters
this way if a model contains many parameters and only a few should be available
to Excel users. The link between the cell range in the worksheet and the
COMSOL model is represented by the comment in the cell A4.

A B C D E F
COMSOL Model
2 |Filename: Multiphysics\applications\LiveLink_for_Excel\Tutor
4 |Parameter ‘lExpressions Unit Description Value Unit
5 |extern_L 9 cm  Length of busbar 0,09 m
6 extern_Viot 20 mV Voltage 0,02 V

Note: You may retrieve parameters to several locations in a worksheet or
workbook. Each time you extract model parameters, a link is created for that cell
range, so that you can update the model with the selected parameter list.

You may modify the parameters in the worksheet, for example by changing their
expression or description. You can also add new parameters to the list. Any change
to the list is transferred to the COMSOL model during the update operation,
which is by default done automatically.

You will now change the value of the extern_L parameter to 5 cm:

3 In cell B5 enter 5, the parameter extern_L is then automatically updated to 5
in COMSOL Multiphysics.

Note: If you prefer a manual parameter update, go to the COMSOL preferences
in the Backstage view and clear Automatic update check box. Then you can use
the update button = to update the Parameters node linked to the selected cell
by the comment. You can update several model definitions, such as parameters,



variables, and functions, contained in the same worksheet with the Update All
button off located under Update. When several Parameter table are available in
the worksheet, click Update Multiple e, located under Update, to select which
parameter to update with the other model definitions.

To visualize the change in the model geometry due to the edited length
parameter, you can display the updated geometry:

4 In the View group, click the Geometry button '/ .

The graphics window should now display the geometry as shown in the figure
below:

@ plot1 =
QU RE [k dERD <G &

Geometry o

5 You will now set the value of parameter extern_L back to 9 ¢cm, in cell B5 enter
9 and press Enter. Under Update button [, click Update All &f to update all
model definitions in the worksheet without selecting a cell that contains a
comment.

Extracting Results

The model loaded on the COMSOL Multiphysics server already contains a
solution. It also contains an operator to evaluate the maximum in the busbar
domain. Continue with the steps below to import the maximum temperature of
the busbar to the worksheet.
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POINT EVALUATION
I In Sheetl, select cell H4.

2 From the Numerical Results group, click the Point Evaluation button (2

3 In the dialog box that opens, select dset 2 in
the Data set menu list. The solution data set
dset2 contains the solution stored by the
parametric solver.

4 Select point 1 from the Selection list and

enter maxop1(T) in the Expression text
field; then click OK.

8
1

:).

L} Point Evaluation ? *
Data:

Data set:

Parameter selection (wbb): All v
Parameter selection (extern_Viot): | All v
Selection:

1

2

3

4

5

6

Expression:

maxepl1(T)

In the Excel spreadsheet, you can now edit the cell containing the maximum

temperature for several applied voltage values and a geometry width of 10 cm.

A B C D E F G H | J
COMSOL Model’

2 |Filename: Multiphysics\applications\LiveLink_for_Excel\Tutorials\busbar_llexcel.mph

4 |Parameter 1 Expressions Unit Description Value Unit 'whbb (m]]extern)l‘tot (V) Maximum 1 (K}, Point: 1

5 |extern_L 5cm Length of busbar  0.05 m 0.1 0.005 294.0776715)

6 |extern_Viot 20 mV Voltage 0.02 V 0.1 0.01 296.3624144]

7 0.1 0.02 303.1640932]

8 0.1 0.03 313.7664051]
0.1 0.04 327.4436733




INTERPOLATION

Continue by calculating how much heat is produced in
the busbar at coordinates that you specify in the
worksheet.

| Add a new sheet.

2 In the worksheet Sheet2, enter the coordinates as
shown in the figure to the right.

3 Select cell D2, then go to the Results group and
click Interpolation %, .

4 In the Data set menu list, select Study 1/Parametric Solutions 1(dset2).

deowaora

[F=Ia - = ]

deowara

[=T= R T

ra

o
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

o
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

o
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

o
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

o
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

o
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

0

-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02

o
o
o

-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02

(=== == == == == = =]

5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03

5 In the Interpolation dialog box, in the Expression text field, enter ht.Qtot,

which is the total heat source to be evaluated.

6 In the Coordinates from cell range text field, enter A3:C20. This is the range
containing the coordinates of the interpolation points.You can also click the

Select Range button (BH) to select the cell range.
7 Select Include Header.

L Interpolation ? X

Data set:

Study 1/Parametric Solutions 1 (dset2) w
Parameter:

wbb =0,1 ~
Expression:

[t Gtot |
Coordinates from cell range:

[a3c20 | [E
Include Header
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2
3
4

== T = (R ]

=

I«

]
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

]
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

]
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

]
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

]
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

]
2.50E-02
5.00E-02

8 Finally click OK.
A B

Vi z
1]
1]
1]
-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02
1]
1]
1]
-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-1.25E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02
-2.50E-02

C

oo o o o o o o O

5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03
5.00E-03

D

ht.Qtot (A3:C20) |

0.000280535
82.09783829
117.5448797
18.33085592
118.5115562
115.6775652
0.002140357
201.9795902

122.343777
0.000232348
81.52203937
117.5377783
17.58587516
117.9422731
119.7236569
0.015713779
154.6569559
122.2807221

0.001122139
328.3913532
470.1795186
73.32342369
474.0462248
478.7102609
0.008561427
807.9183607
489.3751081
0.000929392
326.0881575
470.1511131
70.34350063
471.7690924
478.8946275
0.062855116
618.6278237
489.1228885

0.004438556
1313.565413
1880.718075
293.2936947
1896.1845899
1914.841044
0.034245707
3231.673443
1957.500432
0.003717569

1304.35263
1880.604452
281.3740025
1887.076369

1915.57851
0.251420465
2474.511295
1956.491554

0.010099251
2955.522178
4231.615668
659.9108132
4266.416023
4308.392348
0.077052842
7271.265246
4404.375973
0.008364529
2934.793417
4231.360018
633.0915057
4245.921831
4310.051648
0.565696047
5567.650413
4402.105997

0.017954224]
5254.261651
7522.872298)
1173.174779
7584.739597)
7659.364174)

0.13698283
12526.69377)

7830.00173
0.014870275
5217.410519
7522.417809

1125.43601
7548.305478)
7662.314041)
1.005681862]
9898.045179
7825.966216|

The evaluation results are stored in a cell range of'size 18 x 5, where 18 equals the
number of interpolation points and 5 is the number of parameter values contained
in the solution. In this case, the solution consists of a parameter sweep over the

applied voltage on the device, which varies from 5 mV to 40 mV.
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9 You can format the worksheet for instance include column labels, insert cell at
your convenience. Make sure that the cell comment remain in the worksheet to
allow future update.

A B C D E F G H
Qtot[W]{wbb=0.1m)
2 X Vi z Viot=5mV Viot=10mV Vtot=20mV Vtot=30mV Vtot=40mV
3 1] 1] 0 0.000280535 0.001122139 0.004488556 0.010099251 0.017954224
4 | 2.50E-02 1] 0 82.09783829 328.3913532 1313.565413 2955.522178 5254.261651
5 | 5.00E-02 1] 0 117.5448797 470.1795186 1880.718075 4231.615668 7522.872298
6 0 -1.25E-02 0 18.33085592 73.32342369 293.2936947 659.9108132 1173.174779
7 | 2.50E-02 -1.25E-02 0 118.5115562 474.0462248 1896.184899 4266.416023 7584.739597
8 | 5.00e-02 -1.25E-02 0 119.6775652 478.7102609 1914.841044 4308.392348 7659.364174
9 0 -2.50E-02 0 0.002140357 0.008561427 0.034245707 0.077052842 0.13698283
10| 2.50E-02 -2.50E-02 0 201.9795902 807.9183607 3231.673443 7271.265246 12926.69377
11| 5.00E-02 -2.50E-02 0 122.343777 489.3751081 1957.500432 4404.375973  7830.00173
2 1] 0 5.00E-03 0.000232348 0.0009259392 0.003717569 0.008364529 0.014870275
13| 2.50E-02 0 5.00E-03 81.52203937 326.0881575 1304.35263 2934.793417 5217.410519
4| 5.00E-02 0 5.00E-03 117.5377783 470.1511131 1880.604452 4231.360018 7522.417809
5 0 -1.25E-02 5.00E-03 17.58587516 70.34350063 281.3740025 633.0915057 1125.49601
6| 2.50E-02 -1.25E-02 5.00E-03 117.9422731 471.7690924 1887.076369 4245.921831 7548.305478
7 5.00E-02 -1.25E-02 5.00E-03 119.7236569 478.8946275 1915.57851 4310.051648 7662.314041
18 0 -2.50E-02 5.00E-03 0.015713779 0.062855116 0.251420465 0.365696047 1.005681862
9 2.50E-02 -2.50E-02 5.00E-03 154.6569559 618.6278237 2474.511295 5567.650413 9898.045179
20| 5.00E-02 -2.50E-02 5.00E-03 122.2807221 489.1228885 1956.491554 4402.105997 7825.966216

Displaying the Solution

You can display the solution using the plot group defined in the model. You can
find the plot groups available in the Plot Group list.

I Click the Plot Group button [&g], from the Plots group, to select the plot group
to display. Here, select Temperature (ht) (pg2).

Plot Group =| Fi Parameters 58 Ray and Particle -
. _ s
Electric Potential (ec) (pol) e Interpolation
1D Plot
Temperature (ht) (pg2) B Tables Export *
Isothermal Contours [ht] (pa3) Mumerical Results

14 |



The graphics window now displays the temperature distribution in the busbar as
in the figure below:

@ Plot1 - u] X
alaa@| L-mr=co@EEi<e a
whbb(1)=0.1 m extern_Vtot(5)=0.04 V Surface: Temperature (K) >

327

The plot represents the solution computed before the change of the busbar width.
Note: For time dependent solutions or parametric sweeps, you can select the
solution to display by clicking the Plot Settings [z button.

To insert the displayed image into the worksheet, in Sheet 1 select cell K1, then
click Insert Graphics [&] from the Edit group.

| 1 Jcomsow mader”
2 Flerame:  Multiphysics) \WveLink_fo_E: llexcel.mph

4 Pammmetic  Daprewiom Unit Dessiption  Vakee Unit [whit ] satern_Veat V) Masimum 1 (K], Point: 1
Sem Lengtholbuitar 005 m 01 008 TMOTHNS
20 mv_vohige 0ga v 01 001

7963624148

01 L] 303.1640932
01 00 313, 7664051
01 [ 3278436733
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Running Model in Sweep

The current model is set with a Parametric Sweep node and a Stationary node
including a Auxiliary sweep. You can import the sweep settings and control the
parameter value from the worksheet.

I Select cell A8 in Sheet 1 and click Sweep 253 to open the Sweep dialog box. In

the Sweep dialog box, you can see that the current sweep node is defined with
the busbar width parameter set to the value 10e-2.

0 Sweep ? X
Study: Study 1 (std1) ~
Sweep type Parameter names Parameter value list Range
Stationary (stat) extem_Viot 5[mV] 10[mV] 20[mV] 30[mV...
Export Update Close

2 Click Export to export the sweep parameter data to the worksheet and create a
link between the selected cell range and the model.

3 To be able to edit the worksheet, first click Close to close the Sweep dialog box.

4 Add additional parameter values to the parametric sweep, in cell B9 enter 5e-2,
in C9 enter 0.1 and in D9 enter 0.15.

5 You will now update the model with the additional parameter values, select A8
and click Sweep ==3.

0 Sweep ? X
Study: Study 1 (std1) ~
Sweep type Parameter names Parameter value list Range
|Parametic fparam) [y 0.05.0.1,0.15 BS:09
Stationary (stat) extem_Viot 5[mV] 10[mV] 20[mV] 30[mV... | B10
Export Update Close

6 You may notice that the parameter value list and the range columns are updated
with the new values. Click Update to send these parameter values to the model.

Computing the Solution

Continue with solving the model.
I In the Study group, click the Compute button = .
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For the case where you have several studies in your model, you can click Study -~
to select which study to solve.

Updating Data in a Worksheet

Now that you have a workbook containing model definitions and data evaluation
linked to a COMSOL model, you can easily modify and recompute the model
from the workbook, while keeping the evaluated results up to date.

Follow the steps below to update the results in Sheetl and Sheet2.

I In the Numerical Results group, click Update %% to update all the numerical
results in the worksheet.

The point evaluation now includes results for different values of the busbar
width.

2 To update the imported image, you need to delete the existing one and insert
it again by clicking Insert Graphics. Select Plot Settings [&g to display the
solution for each value of the busbar width.

A B C D E F G H J

1 |coMSOL Model

2 |Filename: Multiphysics\applications\LiveLink_for_Excel\Tutorials\busbar_llexcel.mph

4 |Parameter ] Expressions Unit Description Value Unit whb (m]‘ extern_Vtot (V) Maximum 1 (K], Point: 1
5 |extern_L 5cm Lengthof busbar  0.05 m 0.05 0.005 295.1496979)
6 |extern_Vtot 20 mV Voltage 0.02 V 0.05 0.01 299.4802011|
7 0.05 0.02 313.990397]
2 |Name A Expressions 0.05 0.03 335.4770906|
3 |wbb A 5.00E-02 0.1 0.15 0.05 0.04 362.8759402]
10 | extern_Viot ‘S[r‘n\l'] 10[mV] 20[mV] 30[mV] 40[mV] 0.1 0.005 294,2967272|
1 0.1 0.01 297.0229591
12 0.1 0.02 305.3370717]
13 0.1 0.03 318.2050949
14 0.1 0.04 334.6074265
13 0.15 0.005 293.961317]
16 0.15 0.01 295.9992204]
17 0.15 0.02 302.0640099
18 0.15 0.03 311.351374
19 0.15 0.04 323.4565882]

3 To update the total heat source interpolation only, switch to Sheet2, and select
the cell that contains the Interpolation comment, cell D3 if you did not change
the worksheet format.

4 In the Numerical Results group click Interpolation i, .

|17



5 The Interpolation dialog box already contains the appropriate settings for the
evaluation. Click OK again in the dialog box.

2
3
4

== I = )

=

A B c D E F G H
Qtot[W]{wbb=0.05m)
[x y z Vtot=5mV ‘lVtot=smv  Vtot=SmV  Vtot=5mV  Viot=5mV
0 0 o|  0.086822786 0.347291144 1.389164578 3.125620301 5.556658312
2.50€-02 0 0|  501.2888022 2005.155209 8020.620836 18046.39688 32082.48334
5.00E-02 0 o|  315.8173939 1263.269576 5053.078303 11369.42618 20212.31321
0 -1.256-02 0|  0.016554585 0.06621834 0.26487336 0.595965061 1.059493441
2.50€-02 -1.25E-02 0|  443.8624032 1775.449613 7101.798451 15979.04651 28407.1938
5.00E-02 -1.25E-02 0|  315.4083357 1261.633343 5046.533371 11354.70009 20186.13349
0 -2.50€-02 0 0.00718388 0.028735521 0.114942085 0.258619692 0.45976834
2.50E-02 -2.50E-02 0| 5009263914 2003.705566 8014.822263 18033.35009 32059.28905
5.00E-02 -2.50E-02 o| 3123955034 1249.582014 4998.328055 11246.23812 19993.31222
0 0 5.006-03]  0.021553707 0.086214826 0.344859304 0.775933435 1.379437217
2.50€-02 0 5.006-03|  499.0574831 1996.229932 7984.919729 17966.06939 31939.67892
5.00E-02 0 5.006-03|  757.3623662 3029.449465 12117.79786 27265.04518 48471.19144
0 -1.256-02 5.00E-03|  0.013472494 0.053889975 0.215559901 0.485009778 0.862239605
2.50E-02 -1.256-02 5.00E-03|  379.0080809 1516.032324 6064.129295 13644.29091 24256.51718
5.00E-02 -1.256-02 5.00E-03|  750.5916346 3002.366539 12009.46615 27021.29885 48037.86462
0 -2.50E-02 5.00E-03|  0.014853361 0.059413444 0.237653776 0.534720997 0.950615106
2.50E-02 -2.50E-02 5.00E-03 498.273332 1993.093328 7972.373312 17937.83995 31889.49325
5.00E-02 -2.50E-02 5.00E-03]  719.6204539 2878.481816 11513.92726 25906.33634 46055.70905

Note that the new value correspond to the busbar width set to 5 cm. You need to
update the formatting manually.

6 You can continue to import data for other value of wbb, the easiest way is to

copy the cell that contains the interpolation comment and paste it ate the

desired cell location, say I13. Then click Interpolation button and select in the
Parameter menu list the second parameter (wbb = 0.1) and click OK. A
COMSOL dialog box pops up, click OK to confirm the change of the contents
of the destination cells.

K

QlollW]!whh 0.1m

Vot SmV  [Vot 10mV  VEot Z0mV  Viot 30mV  Vtot 40mv

B < o E F G H 1 J
1 Utot[w]{whb 0.05m
2 |K Y 1 Vot Smv. Viot smV _ Viot SmV Vit SmV__ Viot SmV
L 0 o D.UBGEZITE0 034729114 1389104578 3125020301 5556055312 0.00030114 0.001434576
4 | 2.50E-02 0 o 501.2888022 2005.155209 8020620836 1B046.30688 3208246334 BL.9650993 327.8603972
5.00E-02 ] 0l 315.8173939 1263.269576 S053.078303 11369.42618 20212.31321| 76.25527667 305.0211067
0 -L25E-02 o 0016554585 0.06021834  0.26987336 0595905001 1059493441 1817923522 [L71059087
7 | 2.50E-02 -1.25E-02 o 443.8624032 1775440613 7101798451 15979.04651 2Z8407.1936| 117.463B616 469.6554463
& | S.00E-02 -1.25F-02 0l 315.4083357 1261.633343 5046533371 11354.70009 20186.13349( 72.49200431 313.9680172
9 0 -Z50E-02 o 0.00718388 Q028735521 0114342085 0258019092 045976834 0.03759180 0150167439
10| 2.50E-02 -2.50E-02 o 500.9263914 2003705566 B8014.822263 1B033.35000 32059.28905| 213.6203565 B854.4814262
11| S5.00E-02 -2.50F-02 0l 312.3955034 1249.582014 4992328055 11246.23817 199931.31227 24.41011559 337.6404624
12 L 0 5.00e-03 Q021553707 Q086214826 0344859304 0775933435 137837217 5.67268e-05 0.000226307
3| 2.50E-02 0 5.00€-03 499.0574831 1996220932 7984919729 17966.06930 31930.6789Z| BL.BE6TEL807 327.4712723
14| 5.00E-02 0 5.006-03 T5T.3623662 3029.449465 12117.79786 27265.04518 48471.19144| 181.4688105 725.8752422
15 0 -LZ5E-02 5.00e-03 0013472934 0.053885975 0.215555901 0485005778 0.8012359605 1786945538 /145798152
16| 2.50E-02 -1.25E-02 S5.00€-03 3790080809 1516.032324 6064.129295 1364420091 2425651716 118.3976058 473.5904233
17| S.00E-02 -1.25F-02 S5.00€-03 750.5916346 3002366539 12009.46615 27021.29885 4R037.86462| 177.9987267 711.9949068
18 0 -Z50E-02 5.00e-03 0019853301 Q0591344 0237653770 0534720997 0950015106 0.006895588 0027581353
19| 2.50E-02 -2.50E-02 S5.00€-03 498.273332 1993.093328 7972.373312 17937.83995 31889.49325| 160.7831913 643.1327651
20| S5.00E-02 -2.50F-02 S5.00€-03 719.6204539 28TR.AR1816 11513.92726 25906.33634 46055.70905( 199.2032454 796.8129816

0005778304
1311.441589
1220.084427
290867 63
1679421785
1255.872069
D.600LLS TS0
3417925705

1350.56185
000030 7629
1309.885089
2903.500969
2858319201
1694.361693
2847979627
0110329412
2572531061
1187.251927

0.013001184
2950.743575
2745.189961
LLASZWTE
4228699017
2825. 71155
1351506351
T690.332836
3A032.764161
00020421066
2547.241451

6532.87T18
0431218337

4262.31381
6407.954161
0.235291178
5788.194887
7171.316835

002311320
524576635
4880.337700
116347105
751768714,
502348827
240267902
13671.7028.
5402.24739)
000363051
5239.54035
11614.0038/
1143.32770
T577.446T
11391.9185
044131764
10290.1242
12749.0077

7 Finally repeat the step above to import the results using the third parameter
(wbb = 0.15).

18|



Importing ID plot data

Excel does not support general 2D- and 3D-plots that are commonly produced in
COMSOL. However, 1 D-plots have data that can be extracted to Excel and Excel
can create plots of these data as well.

In the busbar_llexcel model there is a single 1D-plot that looks like this when
plotted using Excel:

2 Plet1 - [m] X
Q R Erm| a
Point Graph: Temperature (K) @
322FT
320+
318
316+
314
312+
£ 3104
S
5
" 308+
g
g 306F
5
&
304
302+
300
208
296 /
—
2041 — +
| I 1 I I 1 I 1
0.005 0.01 0.015 0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04
extern_Vtot (V)

This plot can be inserted into Excel as a static image. Instead we will insert the data
that makes up the plot and create a scatter chart in the Excel sheet.

I Select cell Al in Sheet 3, and click the 1D Plot Export button ~_, from the
Plots group, to select the plot group to display. Here, select 1D Plot Group 4
(pg4)-

2 On the COMSOL ribbon tab, locate the 1D Plot Export button. Click on it see
what 1D plots are available in the model and select 1D Plot Group 4 (pg4).

5 .
&3 Ray and Particle - o 8.85 \b_

TN
. Interpolation C =
- 1D Plot [Update Clear and
Ef Tables Export v Evaluate All
Mumerical Resul] 10 Plot Group 4 (pgd)
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3 This opens a dialog box when you can set the data to be imported into Excel.
3 1D Plot Export ? X

Label: 1D Plot Group 4
Plats

Create plot in Excel

Plot position | Right V
Range E

Here it is possible to adjust what plot features should be imported in case the
1D-plot contains more than one plot. It is possible to control if a plot should be
generated in addition to imported the numerical data. Note that the numerical
data have to be imported in order for Excel to be able to generate a chart. Use the
plot position to select where the chart should be placed relative to the imported
data. For most plots it works best to select right or bottom. It is possible to select
customand choose a specific location. The final chart looks like this when using the default

settings:
A B C D E F G H | J
Electric pE_Temperat

1

2 0.005 293.9324]
3 0.01 295.8836| 535
4 0.02 301.6023
5 0.03 310.2859
6

7

8

9

0.04 3215623 315

12 290
13 o 0.005 001 0015 0.02 0025 003 0035 004

Saving the Model and the Workbook

To keep the changes you have applied to the busbar model, save it to the
MPH-format. To avoid writing over the model from the Application Libraries, use
the Save As button.

I Go to the Excel File menu and select COMSOL. In the COMSOL backstage
view click Save button [] and select Save As [1, then save the file to a location
outside the COMSOL Application Libraries.
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2 Continue with saving the Excel workbook, go to the File menu and select Save.

3 You can now exit Excel, which automatically closes the COMSOL Model
window as well.

Opening a Worksheet Linked to a Model

Once you have created a link to a COMSOL model in an Excel workbook and
saved the file, you can reopen the Excel file and update the link.

I Start Excel and open the file you have saved in step 2 of the section Saving the
Model and the Workbook.

2 Go to the Excel File menu and select COMSOL. In the COMSOL backstage
view click Open button [ and select Open linked

You can now continue your work with the model in Excel.

Automation Using VBA

Using Visual Basic for Application (VBA) you can write macros in Excel worksheet
that can automate operations between the worksheet and the COMSOL model.
For instance it is possible to generate a macro that does the operation above
automatically: update the sweep parameter, compute the solution and update the
results in the worksheet.

For more information please refer to LiveLink for Excel User’s Guide Manual.
You can also open the file busbar_llexcel.x1sm that you can find in your
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COMSOL Multiphysics installation directory and in the folder applications/
LiveLink_for_Excel/Tutorials
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Exporting Material Data

Using LiveLink™ for Excel® you can easily convert material properties saved in a
worksheet to a COMSOL material library. The Material Export group of the
COMSOL tab in Excel contains the tools to format and export the material data.
Follow the instructions below to create a user-defined material library that will be
available automatically in the Material Browser in the COMSOL Desktop.

In this section, step-by-step instructions show you how to export the data stored
in a spreadsheet to a material library in the COMSOL format. The first part of the
example shows how to define the export settings from constant data. The second
part of the example illustrates how to set the export from data field depending on
the physical quantity; you will consider temperature in this particular example.
Finally, in the last part, you will export the data from the spreadsheet to a
COMSOL material library.

Defining Material Export Settings from Constant Data

In this section, you will set up the material export using data stored as constants
in the spreadsheet.

Note: The export procedure described in this chapter assumes that the data are
stored in the spreadsheet with the material names in a single column and the
material property names in a single row. The data are placed at the intersection
cell of the material name and the property name.

A B C
thermal conductivity (W/m/K) Hensity (Ib/in~3) |
2 Copper 400 3.14E-01
I 3 Titanium 10 1.79E-01
4 |Aluminum 150 9.75E-02

I Start Excel and open the file busbar_llexcel_data.x1lsx thatyou can find in
your COMSOL Multiphysics installation directory and in the folder
applications/LiveLink_for_Excel/Tutorials.

2 Go to the worksheet Materials which contains the definitions of physical
properties for four different materials. The material properties listed are thermal
conductivity, density, heat capacity at constant pressure, relative permittivity and
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electric conductivity. All 3Propertics are defined in SI units, except for density,

which has the unit Ib/in®.

A B C

2 Copper 400
3 | Titanium 10
4 | Aluminum 150
5 |Steel 50

Settings dialog box.

3 On the COMSOL 5.4 tab, click Settings ;!

D

380
700
900
480

E

1

1
1
1

=

thermal conductivity (W/m/K) density (Ib/in*3) Cp ()/kg/K) Relative permittivity sigma (5/m)
3.14E-01
1.79e-01
9.75E-02
2.82E-01

6.00E+07
7.40E+05
3.50E+07

4.00E+06

to open the Material Export

13 Settings - Material Export

Field Dependert Data ~ Material Properties

[] Sheet contains field dependent data

Field variable name range: |:| E

Field variable settings

Instructions
Field vaniable name range: Select the cell with the name of the field varizble,

Instructions

Material properties: Configure the export of the material properties

Assigned model input:

Sheet contains field dependent data: Select this option to export properties that depend on a variable, e.q. temperature.

Assigned model input: Select a valid model input to ssign to the field vanizble. Edit the unit to match the unit in the Excel sheet.

OK

Cancel

In the Settings dialog box you can select materials and properties to export. This
is also where you associate each material property from the worksheet with a

property recognized by COMSOL.

Export depends on the format of the data stored in the worksheet; you can have
material properties defined with constant values or ones that depend on field data,
such as temperature. In the worksheet Materials, you can see that the properties

are defined as constant.

4 In the Field Dependent Data page, make sure that the Sheet contains field
dependent data check box is not selected and go to the Material Properties

page.

5 You will now select the cells containing the material names. Click the Range

button (E=5) next to the Material names range text field.

6 Sclect the range A2:A5 in the sheet and click OK.
7 Continue by selecting the cells with the property names. Click the Range

button (F=2) to the right of the Property names range text field.

24 |



8 Select the range B1:F1 and click OK.

3 Settings - Material Export ? X

Field Dependent Data  Material Properties

Data rangs
Material names range [Aza5 | Copper, Titanium, Aluminum, Steel

Praperty names range. [BtF1 |

The properties are now listed in the table in the Material property settings section.
You now need to assign valid COMSOL properties to the material properties in
the spreadsheet.

9 From the Material property settings table select thermal conductivity (W/m/
K), then go to the Valid properties (SI Units) list and expand Basic Properties.

10Select Thermal conductivity [W/(m*K)] and click Assign.

Material propsty settings

Vslid properties (S Units)

thermal conductivity (W/m/K) themal. | W/(mK) B1 Resistivity - res [ohm’m] B
= Scattering coeficient - sigma [1/m
densty fb/n"3) o Seebeck coefficient - s [V/K]
Cp Wka/K) D1 Speed of sound - cp m/s]
" - Storage - § [1/Pa]
Fsiative pemitivy B Suface emissiviy - epsion rad [1]
siama (S/m) Themnal conductivity -k [W-/m°K] H

“Young's medulus - E [Pa]
Electrochemistry
Blectromagnetic Models -
[ — v

Unit WK

Note that the number of properties remaining to be assigned is displayed in the
Instructions section.

Il Now select density (Ib/in”3) from the Name column, then select Density [kg/
m”3] from the Valid properties (SI Units) list.

You need to specify the material properties unit if these are not defined in SI units
in the worksheet.

12 Below the valid properties list, locate the Unit text field and enter 1b/in"3.
alid properties (S| Units)

- Diffusion coefficient - D [m™2/5]

- Dynamic viscosity - mu [Pa’s]

- Hlectrical conductivity - sigma [S/m]
- Electron mobility - mue [m™2/(V"s)]
- Bxtinction coefficient - betaR [1/m]
- Frequency factor - alpha [1/5]

- Heat capacity at constant pressure
- lgotropic structural loss factor - eta s
- Mass flux - Mf ka/im”27s)] -

[ i 3

Unit: Ib/in™3

I3 Click Assign to assign the properties and the unit to the data in the spreadsheet.
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l4Repeat step 8 and 9 for the remaining material properties. Select valid

properties according to the table below:

PROPERTY NAMES VALID PROPERTIES (SI UNITS)

UNIT

Cp (J/(kg*K))

pressure [J/(kg*K)]
Relative permittivity
sigma (S/m)

Heat capacity at constant

Relative permittivity [1]
Electrical conductivity [S/m]

J/ (kg*K)

1
S/m

Once there are no unassigned properties remaining, a check mark appears next

to the last step in the Instructions section.

A3 Settings - Material Export

Field Dependent Data  Material Properties

Vslid properties (S Units)

Data range
Material names range: \AZ'A-‘) | Copper, Titanium, Aluminum, Steel
Froperty names range [etFi |
Material propery settings

Name: Type Unit Range

themmal conductivity (W/m/K) |themal... |W/m"K) B1

density (b/n"3) densty  |bAn"3 |C1

Cp (I/ka/K) heateap... | J/kaK) | D1

Relative pemittivity relpemit... | 1 El

sigma (S/m) electric

(= Basic Properties

Absorption coefficient - kappaR [14
Bulk viscosity - muB [Pa"s]
Characteristic acoustic impedance -
Coefficient of hygroscopic swelling -
Coefficient of thermal expansion - al;
Compressibility of fluid - chif [1/Pa]
Density - rha g/m™3]
Diffusion coefficient - D [m"2/5]
Dynamic viscosity - mu [Pa’s]
n

H

Instructions
+ Material names range: Select column with material names.

+ Property names range: Select row with material property names.

+ Material property settings: Assign valid properties and units.

Instructions
+ Sheet contains field dependent data: Select this option to export properties that depend on a variable, e.g. temperature,

+ Material properties: Configure the export of the material properties.

Pa’s
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I5 Click OK to save the settings, and to close the dialog box.

Note that comments now appear on the cells containing the material names and
properties.

A B C D E F
thermal conductivity (W/m/K) 3 density (Ib}'in“3}‘ Cp (J}'kg,fl(}‘ Relative permittivit\? sigma (S,J'm}‘
2 Copper 3 400 3.14E-01 380 1 6.00E+07
3 | Titanium 3 10 1.79e-01 700 1 7.40E+05
4 Aluminum‘ 150 9.75E-02 900 1 3.50E+07
5 |Steel 3 50 2.82E-01 480 1 4.00E+06

These comments contain the configuration for the material data export that you
have just set up. Make sure not to remove them before completing the export.
To modify the settings you can return to the Settings dialog box.

You can also use these settings as a template to run the export in a batch.

Defining Material Export Settings from Field Data

In this section you will continue to define the material export settings, but this
time using data defined as fields that depend on a variable. A valid field variable
corresponds to model inputs in the COMSOL model. Typical examples include
physical quantities such as temperature, concentration, and frequency. See About
Model Inputs in the COMSOL Multiphysics Reference Manual to get a complete
list of valid model inputs.

You can choose to export the material properties as tabulated data or constant
values.

Note: The export procedure described in this chapter assumes that data is stored
in the spreadsheet with the field variable data in a single column and the material
property names in a single row. The data are placed at the intersection cells of the

field data and the property name. It also assumes one material per sheet.
A B

|Water, liguid

1

2 T(K) eta (Pa*s)
3 273.15) 0.0017915
5
6

278.15f 0.0015356
283.15) 0.0013243
288.15f 0.0011516

I In the workbook busbar_llexcel_data.xlsx, go to the worksheet Water,
liquid that contains the definitions for the dynamic viscosity, heat capacity at
constant pressure, density, and thermal conductivity of liquid water. The
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spreadsheet includes property data in the temperature range 273.15 K to
518.15 K.

A B C D E

1 |Water, liguid 1

2 T(K) eta (Pa*s) Cp(J/(kg*K)) rho (kg/m"3) k (W/{m*K))
3 273.15 0.0017915 4216.2779 1003.9209 0.55623
4 278.15 0.0015356 4206.8543 1003.0467 0.56642
5 283.15 0.0013248 4198.5844 1002.0375 0.57614
G 288.15 0.0011516 4192.27 1000.8935 0.58541
7 293.15 0.0010093 4186.9181 999.6151 0.59423
g 298.15 0.00089255 4182.7412 998.2024 0.60261
9 303.15 0.00079641 4179.6571 996.6558 0.61055
10 308.15 0.00071689 4177.5892 994.9755 0.61807
11 313.15 0.00065064 4176.4663 993.1619 0.62516
12 318.15 0.0005549 4176.2226 991.2152 0.63184
13 323.15 0.00054741 4176.7979 989.1356 0.6381
14 328.15 0.00050638 4178.1371 986.9235 0.64396
15 333.15 0.0004704 4180.1909 984.5792 0.64942

2 On the COMSOL 5.4 tab, click Settings ;i to open the Material Export
Settings dialog box.

3 In the Field Dependent Data page, select Sheet contains field dependent data
check box.

4 Now select the range where the field variable is defined. Click the Range button
(B )next to the Field variable name range text field and select the range A2 in
the sheet. Click OK to validate the selection.

5 In the next step, assign a valid model input to the selected variable field. In the

Assigned model input list, select Temperature, T.
L3 Settings - Material Export ? >

{ Field Bependent Daia : Material Properties
Sheet contains field dependent data
Field variable settings

Field variable name range: Assigned model input: hl

Ii

Unit.

Instructions
+ Field variable name range: Select the cell with the name of the field variable,

+ Assigned model input: Select a valid model input to assign to the field variable. Edit the unit to match the unit in the Excel sheet.

Instructions
+" Sheet contains field dependent data: Select this option to export properties that depend on a variable, e.g. temperature.

@ Material properties: Configure the export of the material properties

Core
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Note: If the data stored in the worksheet are not defined in SI units, you need to
update the Unit text field.

You can verify that all requirements in the field dependent page are set when the

instructions list only contains green check marks ( ).

6 Go to the Material properties page to continue with the material library export
settings.

7 You will now select the cells containing the material names. Click the Range
button (F=2) next to the Material names range text field.

8 Sclect cell Al in the sheet and click OK.

9 Continue by selecting the cells with the property names. Click the Range
button (F=2) to the right of the Property names range text field.

10Select the range B2:E2 and click OK.
The properties are now listed in the table in the Material property settings section.

You now need to assign valid COMSOL properties to the material properties in
the spreadsheet.

Il From the Material property settings table select eta (Pa*s), then go to the Valid
properties (SI Units) list and expand Basic Properties.

12 Select Dynamic viscosity [Pa*s] and click Assign.

Material property settings

Type Unit Range Constart Valid properties (Sl Units)
eta (Pa’s)  dynamic.. Pa’s =~ Basic Properties -
- - Absarption coefficient - kappaR [1/4
Co Whka'®) - Bulk viscosity - muE [Pa‘s] E
tho kg/m”3) i Characteristic acoustic impedance -

Coefficient of hygroscopic swelling -

i Coefficient of thermal expansion -al)

i Ct of fluid - chif [1/Pa]

i Dienstty - tho feg/m™3]

i Diffusion coefficient - D [m™2/5]

Dynamic viscosty - mu [Pa®s] -
4 m *

e (VU fmK)) fasioy

Unit: Pa’s

Instructions
+ Material names range: Select column with material names.

+ Property names range: Select row with material property names.

Material property settings: Assign valid properties and units.

Note that the number of properties remaining to be assigned is displayed in the
Instructions section.
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I3 Repeat steps 11 and 12 for the remaining material properties. Select valid
properties according to the table below:

PROPERTY NAMES

VALID PROPERTIES (SI UNITS)

UNIT

Cp (J/(kg*K))

rho(kg/m~3)
k (W/(m*K))

Heat capacity at constant
pressure [J/(kg*K)]

Density [kg/m~3]

Thermal conductivity [W/
(m*K) 1

J/ (kg*K)

kg/m~3
W/ (m*K)

Once there are no unassigned properties remaining, a check mark appears next
to the last step in the Instructions section.

A3 Settings - Material Export
Field Dependent Data  Material Properties

Data range

Material names range [a1

| Water, liquid

Property names range: [B2E2

|

Material propery settings

eta(Fa’s) | dynamicviscosity
Cp W/kg"K)) | heatcapacity

Jkg*K)

Range

Constant Valid properties (Sl Units)

- Basic Properties

tho fkg/m”3) | density

kg/m™3

Ik viscosity - muB [Pa"s]

Instructions

ke (W/Am*K)) | thermalconductivity | WAm*K)

efficiert of thermal expansion

ensity -ho [ka/m"3]
Difusion coefficient - D fm”2/5]
i+~ Dynamic viscosty - mu [Pas]

sorption Goefficient - kappaR [MH

aracteristic acoustic impedance -
efficient of hygroscopic sweling -

mpressibilty of fuid - chif [1/Pa]

-l

Unit Pa’s

+ Material names range: Select column with material names.

+ Property names range: Select row with material property names.

+" Material property settings: Assign valid properties and units.

Instructions

+ Sheet contains field dependent data: Select this option to export properties that depend on a variable, €.g. temperature.

+ Material properties: Configure the export of the material properties.

Note: Select Constant dialog box to export a specific property as constant. For
constant export, select the cell range of the property values in the Property name

range.

14 Click OK to save the settings, and to close the dialog box.
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I5 Note that comments now appear on the cells containing the material names and

properties.
A B

1 |Water, liguid |

T(K) eta (Pa*s)
273.15 0.0017915
278.15 0.0015356
283.15 0.0013248

o W o

Exporting the Material Properties

Now that you have defined the material export settings for data stored in the
workbook you can finalize the export to a new material library.

I Go to Materials worksheet.

2 To create a material library using the selected data in the spreadsheet, click
New ({f] in the Material Export group. This automatically starts the COMSOL
Multiphysics Server, if not already started, and the Save Material Library
window.

3 In the Save Material Library window browse to the folder .comsol /v54/
materials available in the user local directory.

4 In File name text field, enter a name for the material library. For this example,
enter My_Materials and click Save.

5 Now go to the Water, liquid worksheet.

6 To append the material to the library created previously, click the Append (£ )
button.

7 In the Open Material Model window, select My_Materials.mph and click Open.

The next time you start the COMSOL Desktop, the Material Browser will be
automatically updated with the new library saved in the .comsol /v54 /materials
folder.

Loading the Materials in the COMSOL Desktop®

Now that you have created a user-defined material library, you can access the
material properties directly in the COMSOL Desktop.

I Start the COMSOL Desktop.
2 Click Model Wizard .
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3 For the space dimension click 3D [ .

4 Click Done .

5 On the Materials toolbar, click Browse Materials [ .

Note: An alternative method to search for a material is to enter the material name
in the search text field.

6 Expand the My Materlals £ node and select Water, liquid.

A e B Usititled amgh - COMSOL Multpyues (= FoR L@
Bl o oo Geomey  Maeia [ Mesh Rewuhs  Dwoslope 7]
. ) ste
Material Browser
Phase:
Seach nentabenvanstion:
31 Recent Matesials
3 Built-In
B Ve Defirad Lisnry
+ ’I r»f Materials
Properties
" Property Expression Unit Property group
Dymamic viscosity dynamicviscosity_intl... | Pa®s
Heat capacity at conatant pr.. heatcapacity intl T/ Wikg'E)
Density denity et (TIL/RD.. | kgim*3
Thesreul cenductivty thermalconductiity i | W/lm"K)
Bruperty reference:
]
225 fudd 1o Component t SERw AddTe
Aulebed 10 el -
* laput Variable st
Tenperatuse T K
Remave
Hre @ cmen [Hoore
61 M | 348 ME

7 Click Add to Component :j: to include the material properties in the model.
8 Click Done ( [#) to close the Material Browser page.
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Loading and Saving Excel® Files from the
COMSOL Desktop®

LiveLink™ for Excel® adds the Excel XLSX-format in the list of supported file
formats for loading and saving data while setting up applications in the COMSOL
Desktop. Feature nodes that support this functionality include Parameters,
Variables, Interpolation functions, Piecewise functions, Parametric Sweep, the
continuation section of the Stationary node, and the auxiliary sweep section. The
data formats used by these features may differ. The easiest way to find out how to
organize data in the Excel file is to enter some settings in a table in the COMSOL
Desktop and save it to the Excel format.

In the current example, you will modify an existing model by importing model
definitions from an Excel file. You will start by loading the model, Electrical
Heating in a Busbar, from the COMSOL Multiphysics application library. This
model analyzes the resistive heating of a busbar designed to conduct direct
current. For details, see the booklet Introduction to COMSOL Multiphysics.

The tutorial walks you through how to import Excel files for three feature nodes,
each with a different requirement on the data format. The feature nodes that are
covered are:

e Parameters
* Interpolation function

+ Continuation section of the Stationary study step node

Opening the Model

I Ifit is not already open, start a new COMSOL Desktop. From the File toolbar,
select Application Libraries ([ff]] )-

2 In the Application Libraries window, choose COMSOL
Multiphysics>Multiphysics>busbar and click Open Application.
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Importing Parameters from Excel®

I Inthe Model Builder, find and expand

AL
the Global Definitions node, then
select the Parameters node.
Label: Parameters 1 =
As you can see, the model already  paremeters
contains some parameters in the table.
MName Expression Value Description
extern_L S[em] 0.09 m Length of busbar
rad_1 &[rmm)] 0.006 m Radius of bolts
tbb 3[mm] 0.005 m Thickness of busbar
whb 10[em] D1m Width of busbar
mh &[mm) 0.006 m Mesh control
extern_Vtot | 20[mV] 0.02vV Voltage

2 To import parameters from an Excel
file to the list, click Load from File located below the table.

3 In the Load from File dialog box, select the Microsoft Excel Workbook (*.xlsx)
file type and navigate to the COMSOL installation directory. In the folder
applications/LiveLink_for_Excel/Tutorials, select the file
busbar_llexcel data.xlsx and click Open.

3 Load from File X
« A « applications » Livelink_for_Excel » Tuterials v O Search Tutorials yl
Organize New folder =~ I @
J 3D Objects A Name - Date medified Type Size
I Desktop 5 busbar_llexcel xisc Microsoft Excel W...
=] Documents 8| busbar_llexcel_data.xlsx Microsoft Excel W...
4 Downloads
D Music
v € >
File neme: | busbar_llexcel_dstauxisc | [ Microsoft Excel Workbook (*xls
This opens the Excel Load dialog box.
The workbook contains a list of A B c
parameters in the Parameters worksheet, | 1 [Name Expression  Description
. . . . 2
which is shown in the figure to the right, | 2 &emt  3lml Length of busbar
3 |rad_1 6[mm] Radius of bolts
If you compare this list to the parameters | 4 |tob S5[mm] Thickness of busbar
defined in the model, you can see that | 3 |whb 10[cm] Width of busbar
. . 6 |mh 6[mm Mesh control
the heat transfer coefficient is not z {mm]
7 |extern_Vtot 20[mV] Voltage

included and there are two new
parameters: extern_L and extern_Vtot. The busbar width value is also
different; 10 cm in the Excel file instead of 5 cm in the model.
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4 In the Excel Load dialog box, specify the sheet and cell range to use for the
import. Enter Parameters in the Sheet text field, and enter A2 in the Range
text field. Note that the range should not include the column headers.

3 Excel Load X

Sheet:  Parameters
Range: A2

Overwrite

[] Separate units column

Load Cancel

Note: Another way to set which cell to import is to specify the cell range. In the
case above it was possible to enter A2;A5;A7 in the Range text field to import

only the parameters extern_L, wbb, and extern_Vtot.

5 Click Load.

The parameter list is now imported _
to the model.

The two new parameters are added
to the end of the table. Since the

Overwrite option was selected for "™ /7
the import, the existing parameters redl  [6imml

¥ Parameters

. . thb 5[mm]
are automatically updated with the e 10[crm)
data from the Excel file; thus the mh Slmm]__

K hic S[W/m”2/K]
width parameter, wbb, has a new veot 20(mv]
eternl | 9cm]
value of 10 cm. extern_Vtot | 20[mV]

Value
0.09 m
0.006 m
0.005 m
01m
0.006 m

5 W/ (m"K)
0.02v
0.09m
0.02v

Description

Length

Radius of bolts
Thickness of bushar
Width of busbar

Mesh control

Heat transfer coefficient
Applied voltage

Length of busbar
Voltage

To keep the existing parameters in a model unmodified by the import, you can
clear the Overwrite check box in the Excel Load dialog box before the import.
In this case, imported parameters will be appended to the table and you will
need to resolve any conflicts between similar parameter names yourself.

Note: COMSOL does not support multiple parameters with the same name.
Only the first parameter definition, from the top, is kept in the table if multiple
entries with the same name are present when you leave the Parameters node.

You may notice that some parameters have the suffix extern; these correspond
to the parameters that you can filter and link with a spreadsheet when running
a model from within Excel. See the section Retrieving and Updating Model

Parameters.
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6 Replace the expression for the parameters L and Vtot according to the table

below:
NAMES EXPRESSION VALUE DESCRIPTION
L extern_L 0.090000 m Length
Vtot extern_Vtot 0.020000 V Applied voltage

Defining an Interpolation Function Using an Excel® File

You will now import data stored in a workbook to define an interpolation function
in the model. The function defines the temperature dependency of the heat
transfer coefficient between the busbar and the surrounding air.

On the Home toolbar, click Functions fix) in the Definitions group. Under the

Local section, select Interpolation

refers to the specific set of controls near the top of the Desktop.

.. - On Linux and Mac, the Home toolbar

In the Settings window, under the Definition section, in the Function name text

field, enter htc.

Now click Load from File

4 In the Load from File dialog box, select the Microsoft

5
6
7

Excel Workbook (*.xIsx) file type, and navigate to the
COMSOL installation directory. In the folder
applications/LivelLink_for_Excel/Tutorials,
select the file busbar_llexcel_data.x1sx, then click
Open.

The interpolation data is stored in the workbook in a
worksheet named htc(T). The temperature values and
the corresponding heat transfer coefficient values are
defined in two columns, as can be seen in the figure to the
right.

=

1 |TIK]

EI- N T ST ]

TR ]

293
303
313
323
333
343
353
363
373
383
393

B
htc[W/m#2/K]

5.0136
8.5
9.3272
9.8918
10.3303
10.6921
11.0012
11.2717
11.5123
11.729
11.9262

In the Settings window for Interpolation enter htc(T) in the Sheet text field.

In the Range field enter A2.
To import the data, click Load.
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The interpolation table is filled using the data stored in the Excel file.

i
Plot &l Create Plot
Label: Interpolation 1 =
= Definition
Data source: Local table -

Function name: htc‘

"

t ()
293 5.0136
303 85
313 9.3272
323 98918
333 103303
343 106921
353 11.0012
363 112117
373 115123
383 11.729
393 119262
1N =

8 Locate the section, Interpolation and Extrapolation. In the Interpolation list,
select Piecewise cubic.

9 Locate the section, Units. In the Arguments edit field enter K, in the Function
edit field enter W/ (m~2*K).
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10 To display the interpolation curve, click Plot.

Graphics  Function Flot
aaal WEQ &« ag

hteit) (Wam 27Kl o

htcit) iwiim=2#K)]

280 100 310 320 330 340 350 360 70 380 350 400
t K}

Now continue with changing the model settings to use the newly defined
function for the heat transfer coefficient in the heat flux boundary condition.

I In the Model Builder, under the Component 1 node, expand the Heat Transfer
in Solids nodes and then click Heat Flux 1.

12In the Settings window for Heat Flux replace the expression in the Heat transfer
coefficient text field with htc(T).

Importing a Sweep List

With the use of an auxiliary sweep, you can solve the model for a range of
parameter values, which enables you to vary, for example, a boundary condition.
Here, solve the model for different values of the applied voltage extern_Vtot,
imported from the same Excel file used previously.

I In the Model Builder, expand Study 1 and click Step 1: Stationary.
2 In the Settings window for Stationary expand Study Extensions.

3 Under the Study Extensions section, select Auxiliary sweep and then click the
Load from File button.
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4 In the Load from File dialog box, select the Microsoft Excel Workbook (*.xlsx)
file type, and navigate to the COMSOL Multiphysics installation directory. In
the folder applications/LiveLink_for_ Excel/Tutorials, select the file
busbar_llexcel_data.xlsx, then click Open.

The continuation parameter list can be found in the worksheet, Voltage, in the
file.

A B C
1 |Continuation parameter Parameter value list Unit
2 |extern_Viot 510203040 my

5 In the Excel Load dialog box, enter Voltage and A2, in the Sheet and Range
text fields, respectively.

3 Excel Load X

Sheet:  Voltage
Range: A2
Overwrite

Load Cancel

6 Finally, click Load.

The study is now set up to compute the solution for each of the specified voltage
values: 5 mV, 10 mV, 20 mV, 30 mV, and 40 mV.

Computing and Displaying the Solution

As a last step, compute the solution that reflects the changes you have applied to
the model.

I On the Study toolbar, click Compute = .

2 To view the temperature distribution in the busbar only, you need to add a
selection to the solution data set. Under Results > Data Sets, right-click
Study 1/Solution 1 and select Selection.

3 In the Settings window for Selection set the Geometric entity level to Domain,
and select Domain 1.
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4 To see the temperature distribution in the busbar for the last parameter value

(40 mV), click
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